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51 PSALM, v. 17. 


THE SACRIFICES OF GOD ARE A BROKEN SPIRIT, 


E are informed by hiſtory, that the generals of 
antient times, before they led forth their armies 
to battles, ordered ſacrificial rites to be performed, to con- 
ciliate the favour of their Deities. Wx are called upon, 
at the commencement of another year of war, to offer 
up to Almighty God thoſe better ſacrifices of the heart, 
which we know he receives with favour. We are alfo 
called upon to humble ourſelves in duteous proftration 
before the throne of God, to implore divine aſſiſtance 
to our Sovereign, in his earneſt endeavours to ſecure the 


happineſs of his people, to implore the ſame mighty aid 
B to 


11 
to the valiant defenders of our country, againſt a deſ- 
perate and implacable enemy, and to implore the milder 
influence of the Holy Spirit, to render us not unworthy 
of the bleſſings we ſolicit. But ſtill ſomething remains 
to be done, on the part of every individual, in this hour 
of danger, towards promoting the beſt intereſts of the 
ſtate. Each, in his private capacity, is called upon to 
deſcend into, and examine, his heart, to ſee what virtues 
are decaying for want of cultivation, what vices ſpring- 
ing up to overſpread with a deadly ſhade, and taint its 
pureſt faculties, We alſo, who ſerve at the altar of 
God, are called upon to do what in us lies, to inſtruct 
and amend thoſe who are more immediately commitred 
to our religious guidance. The duty is a very compre- 
henſive one. To contract the exertion of it, within cer- 
tain limits, muſt be our firſt concern: for to ſet forth 
and cenſure all that ought to be amended, would require 
not labour only, but days, for diſcuſhon. But it may 
be of uſe, in order to purify the ſtream, to examine with 
care its ſource; to look into the cauſes which have a 
tendency to corrupt us as a nation, and have corrupted 


a part 


1 
a part of the upper ranks of it, both in RELIOIONH AND 
MoRALS. | ib ng og 


* Chuſe Ve,“ ſaid Joſhua, (there is ſomething ſingu- 
larly great and affecting in the ſcene, in which the dying 
chief, ſurrounded by his people, is bequeathing to them 
the power of attaining national proſperity by means of 
national religion) ** Chuſe Ye this day whom ye will ſer ve; 
% as for me and my houſe, wwe will ſerve the Lord.” He 
well knew that there is in the very conſtitution of civil 
government That, which neceſſarily requires the dif- 
fuſion of religion, to unite the component parts, and to 
give ſtrength and folidity to the whole. For civil go- 
vernment may be confidered, to a degree, as a ſtanding 
publication and enforcement of the law of nature. The 
immediate deſigns of it are to guide men in the ſteady 
practice of duties which belong to their duties in ſo- 
ciety, and withdraw them from crimes, - which tend 
to deſtroy or interrupt the peace of it. Though ſuch go- 
vernment be in moſt caſes faulty, and in none perfed, 
yet the good effects of it, even in the loweſt inſtance, 


* Joſhua; 24 c. 15 v. 3 5 
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ſhould incline thoſe who experience them, to improve 
the principle from which they originate: but we, who 
poſſeſs it in its beſt condition, ſhould be peculiarly careful 
to preſerve it, To this end we muſt call in the aid of 
Religion, And here, without appealing. to what is in 
itſelf evident, the reaſon of the thing, let us take our 
ſtand on the firm ground of experience, and hence ob- 
ſerve, that a conſtitution of civil government, deſtitute 
of religious ſupport, can ariſe from nothing but igno- 
rance of mankind, and we may venture to predict, can 
end in nothing but confuſion to thoſe who happen to live 
under it. But it is aſſerted, that human prudence alone, 
is, of itſelf, ſufficient to anſwer all the purpoſes of go- 
vernment. How then does it happen, that the chief 
of theſe, its own perpetual duration, 1s not anſwered ? 
For let us ſuppoſe a nation void of Religion, or rather, 
ſince the ſuppoſition can ſcarce be warranted, let us ap- 
peal to a caſe of experience which borders on it. Mark 
then a nation arrived at a very high point of power and 
refinement, diſturbed neither by external attacks, nor 
domeſtic animoſities, and in a moral view, you will find 
theſe three charaCteriſtics of ſuch a ſituation, a decay of 
Religion, a profligacy of manners, and a multiplicity 

of 
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of penal laws. The laſt are ſtrong efforts of human 
prudence. But do they anfwer the end deſigned? If they 
did, would nations, after arriving at a certain point of 
glory, decline ſo regularly? The opinion, that every 
nation contains 1n it the ſeeds of its corruption, is a chi- 
mera ſuited to the purpoſes of poetry, not of argument. 
To what internal cauſe then muſt we attribute the de- 
cline, and, at laſt, the ſubverſion, of empires ? Not to 
the want of human prudence, for that we ſee increaſes 


in proportion to. the profligacy of manners, which calls 
forth its exertions : the remedy is, in its nature, as 
ſtrong as the diſeaſe : but ſtill there is a want of ſome 
ſuperior power to aid and ſtrengthen it. The only one 
it appears to have loſt, is Religion. For if all things 
continue the ſame, or increaſe in due degrees, except 
Religion, and yet the whole ſyſtem be changed, what 
cauſe can you athgn for the change, but the decay of 
that principle, which had once the greateſt wy but 
has now the leaſt, in the ſyſtem. 


Certain it is, that the ſtrength of religious ſentiments 
is more viſible in the early periods of all nations, than 
in the later, But every virtue borders on ſome vice. 
| In 
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In rude and uncultivated minds, Religion is apt to ſoar 
above its level into enthuſiaſm, or ſink below it into 
ſuperſtition. In the more advanced periods of ſociety, 
when the minds of men are turned over much to in- 
veſtigation and refinement, Religion loſes much, and 
ſometimes all its force, becauſe it fails in ſolving thoſe 
doubts, and anſwering thoſe queſtions, which ſcrupulous 
ingenuity may be for ever raiſing, though from the very 
nature of them, they are often incapable of more than 
a conjectural ſolution. When human ſagacity, in its firſt 
exertions on religious topics, finds how little it can 
account for, the mind ſometimes ſhrinks with awe from 
the attempt, and ſurrenders up the power of reaſoning 
to the direction of religious feeling, which may then 
be carried to exceſs. But when human ſagacity, exer- 
ciſed by repeated diſquiſitions, finds its expectations fruſ- 
trated, becauſe Religion unveils its myſteries only in part, 
the inquirer then perverſely denies, that myſteries exiſt 
at all; becauſe Religion cannot ſatisfy every viſionary 
doubt, he eagerly concludes that it can confer no ſolid 
advantage, and turns from the light, which Revelation 
offers to the underſtanding, and from the comforts, which 
it has power to impart to the mind. Hence ariſes a want 

of 
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of Religion. But we have the authority of. one of the 
wiſeſt authors for aſſerting, that it is only a little philo- 
ſophy which diſpoſes the mind to atheiſm. Much ſcience 
has always produced much Religion: and it has natu- 
rally this effect, by enlarging the faculties of the under- 
ſtanding, and advancing the accuracy of the judgement. 
But there its utility ceaſes. We are not at liberty to 
blend human inventions with pure Revelation from God. 
Our holy faith, when preſſed into ſuch an union, is 
injured by it, ſince it then becomes difficult to diſtinguiſh 
between the pure principle, and its debaſement by inter- 


mixture. 


| It is farther obſervable in the advanced periods of a 
nation, that when an increaſe of wealth, aud an inter- | 
courſe' with leſs virtuous neighbours have introduced 
into it luxury, with a long train of evils, the inha- 
bitants become ſenſual and enervated ; their paſſions 
more conſtantly heated, and more eagerly clamorous for 
gratification, The reſtraints of Religion are then found 
to be too ſevere for human action, and are evaded, or 
explained away, or denied to exiſt, becauſe they preſume 
to abridge men of the power of running into their own 
| deſtruc- 
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deſtruction. We are very eaſily led to reje&, in argu- 
ment, what we diſlike in practice. It will generally be 
found, that men are ſceptical, becauſe they are relaxed 
in morality, and infidels, becauſe they are confirmed in 
vice. In truth, it ſeems impoſſible to prove, that any 
individual can be a good member of ſociety, who endea- 
vours to weaken, . by argument or declamation, that 
ſtrong ſupport of it, Religion. Be it, that ſome doubt 
of the proofs of Chriſtianity ; be it, that they turn away 
from its doctrines, or, if it be poſſible, from its precepts : 
yet is it their intereſt, if the expreſſion be not too mean 
for ſuch an uſe, 1s it their intereſt to baniſh the pro- 
feſſion of it. from the ſociety in which they live? Is it 
their intereſt to loſe ſight of the only true character 
which the world has yet poſſeſſed, of the great Author 
and Governor of nature, and of the Inſpector and Guar- 
dian of the whole human race? Is it a gratification to 
ſurrender up the comforts which are afforded by the 
conſideration of a Mediator, between the tranſgreſſors of 
the laws of God and his offended Majeſty? Is it a matter 
of utility to ſurrender up the pureſt ſyſtem of morality, 
which ever was formed for the direction of life and man- 
ners, and which, as we know from experience, has had 

. ſuch 
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ſuch happy influence in ſoftening and 1 improving the 
human heart? Is it both gratifying to individuals, aud 
uſeful to the ſtate, to ſurrender up that ſyſtem of faith, 

which exhibits, in colours ſo ſtrong and vivid, what was 
ſeen but faintly by the light of nature, another world, 

into which we are to paſs after our removal from this, 
a future ſtate of immortality, in which virtue will re · 
ceive its adequate reward, and vice its puniſhment? But 
this is the very foundation of juſtice. All legiſlators ſup- 
poſe it, and every oath appeals to it, Alas! what com- 
plicated miſchief muſt ariſe to the ſtate, from the ſub- 
verſion or ſuſpenſion of Chriſtianity, All moral evi- 
dence, all confidence in human veracity muſt be wea- 
kened by ſcepticiſm, and overthrown by infidelity. If 
then you have no reſpect for Religion, you have ſurely 
ſome regard for the comforts and ſecurity of civil govern- 
ment: If you have no idea of a future life, you have 
ſurely ſome enjoyment of the preſent: Revere therefore 
that AER which confirms and increales its Mrd 


| But for what would you give up theſe benefits? Would 
to God that the experience of a neighbouring nation 
could not anſwer the queſtion! We have ſeen, i in their 


C caſe, 
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cafe, the ruinous effects of a conſpiracy to overturn 
Chriſtianity. The Royal Aſſociate in this plan, though 
blind, it may be hoped, to ſome of its objects, foreſaw 
at laſt the ill conſequences of it to civil government, 
and drew back in time to prevent the downfal of his own 
crown. But the piety and virtues of the unfortunate 
monarch of France, though they kept him free from any 
participation in ſuch a ſyſtem, could not prevent him 
from falling a ſacrifice to the deſtructive conſequence 
of its influence. Alas! who but muſt weep, even 
at this period, over ſo ſad and unmerited a deſtiny? At 
length the eyes of the philanthropiſts in France ſeem 
to have been in ſome degree opened to the benefits of 
Religion, and they have produced a kind of religious 
ſyſtem, enriched with a part of the morality of the 
Goſpel, but, unhappily for its votaries, without the power 
and energy of its ſanctions, 


The errors of perverted ſcience, and the inflaming 
influence of luxury, operate, in the firſt inſtance, on 
perſons of the higher orders of life ; and when unhap- 
pily they taint the mind of any one poſſeſſed of ſu- 
perior abilities and powers of perſuaſion, it is ſad to think 

S's how 
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how far ſuch deadly opinions ſpread, and with what force 
they make their way into the breaſts of the young 
and unwary. Without one reflection, without one ef- 
fort to examine and weigh principles, ſuch perſons ea - 
gerly adopt and defend them, flattered with the applauſe 
which they beſtow on themſelves for the honour of 
being enrolled in the liſt of adherents to ſome great cha- 
racter. The ſtrength of reaſon which, though miſap- 
plied, we may reſpect in ſome eminent oppoſers of Re- 
ligion, is exhauſted and dwindled away, before the ſub- 
je& comes into the hands of their feeble ſupporters. 
They, unable to reaſon, endeavour to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves by ridicule. The moſt ſacred parts of Religion 
are converted into ſubjects of mean wit and groſs buf- 
foonery. Fancied peculiarities of expreſſion in the Scrip- 
tures are ſelected and brought forward in ſocial inter- 
courſe, with a vain affeQation of pleaſautry and derifion. 
Hence it generally happens, that perſons, who attempt 
to expoſe Chriſtianity, expoſe themſelves ; not by be- 
traying a want of Religion, for in that they glory, but 
a want of what they value highly, pure taſte and claſſical 
erudition : for the ſame, or nearly the ſame, expreſſions 


which we may have heard thus ridiculed, are often to be 
c2 found 
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found in the moſt perfect models of compoſition. A 
| ſtrange perverſeneſs ſurely it is, which, from detached 
ſentences, in their places fit and appropriate, can raiſe 
laughter at the ſacred Volume to which they belong, 
and exult in the diſplay of a ſpecies of wit, deſpicable 
for the facility, vulgarity, and profaneneſs of its applica- 


tion. 


Not leſs criminal are thoſe other modern enemies of 
Religion, who employ againſt it, with a cold and daſ- 
tardly malevolence, the illiberality of contemptuous in- 
ſinuation, and the covered attacks of unſuſ} pected miſchief 
introduced into ſubjects of general amuſement. By ſuch 
means many are plunged into irreligion before they are 
aware of their danger, captivated perhaps more by the 
allurements of ſtyle and manner, than by novelty of ar- 


gument, or force in directing it. 


O Religion! Religion! Thou pureſt emanation of 
the divine ſpirit! may no open violence, may no ſe- 
cret conſpiracies, drive thee from this land, ſo long 
powerful under thy protection, ſo bleſſed by thy grace, 
ſo happy through thy benignant influence ! Never may 


« we 
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we know what it is to loſe the comforts which thou 
canſt impart, ſuch as the meaneſt of thy votaries hath 
experienced from thee, when, ſinking in the darkneſs 
of this world under the preſſure of ſevereſt woe, he 
hath felt thy kind hand raiſing him up, and ſhewing 
him in the realms above reſt to the weary, and __ 
neſs to the penitent ! 


I have deviated for a moment, but proceed from the 


inveſtigation of the cauſes which tend to corrupt us 


in Religion, to thoſe which have had an unhappy effect 


on our morals, 


The ſternneſs of Britiſh virtue is no more. It is 
ſoftened down into I know not what of pliancy of mind, 
and ſmoothveſs of artificial manners. What we have 
gained in poliſh we have loſt in ſubſtance. There is 
ſomething in the manners of thoſe who are fearful to 
offend and defirous to pleaſe, ſo grateful to the kind feel- 
ings of the heart, that it is almoſt painful to remark the 
bad effects which ſuch mild habits too frequently pro- 
duce. But true it is, and the danger ought to be pointed 


1 that, influenced by theſe motives, conſcienee itſelf 


often 
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often gives way, and acquieſces in practices which it diſ- 
approves and condemns. When reſolution is conſidered 
as obſtinacy, and contradiction deemed unworthy the 
ſocial temper of man, the eaſy natures which are afraid 
to offend, and deſirous to pleaſe, give up the cauſe of 
virtue, and are willingly led off captives. Aſſociation 
produces confidence, and numbers give credit to prac- 
tice. The moſt timid animal in nature, when encircled 


by a herd of its companions, feels a ſpirit not its own, 
and proceeds bold and undaunted. 


It hath been already remarked, that there is a ſtrange 
mixture in the characters of mankind. Great virtues and 
great abilities are ſeen to exiſt in the ſame perſon, ſome- 
times with great vices, and often with certain errors 
which have more or leſs tendency to lead to vice. In- 
ſtances of ſuch a kind occur very frequently among 
thoſe who are called Men of the World, and have a 
wonderful power in attracting the notice, and weakening 
the virtue, of thoſe who are placed under them. For 
the natural with to reſemble great characters is more 
caſily gratified by adopting their faults than their vir- 
tues. Hence it often happens that the copy reſembles 

r the 
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the origina only in its defects, whilſt che parts which 
deſerve imitation do not appear to have been noticed,” 


There is too, in modern times, among perſons of 
the ſecond claſs of the community a boldneſs and obtru- 
fion of vice which is miſtaken for ſuperiority of charac- 
ter; and under this aſſumed conſequence, bears down all 
oppoſition before it. A clamorous diſplay of profligacy 
appears to one unſkilled in the manners of the world, 
to flow from a great and fearleſs ſpirit; and a ſenſeleſs 
ridicule on the decency of virtue receives the applauſe 
which is intended to be beſtowed on refinement of 


underſtanding and ſuperiority of mind, 


But ſomething of the bad colour of our morals is to be 
attributed to leſs prominent cauſes. Men, it is obvious 
to remark, are governed to a conſiderable degree by 
appearances. Their natural diſpoſition to reſpect dignity 
and rank is very ſtrong and very uſeful to' the ſtate. 
Much therefore does it concern thoſe who are graced 
with ſuch diſtinctions to preſerve them, by guarding their | 
luſtre from the injury of ſordid intercourſe. Virtue itſelf, 
in its reſtraints and referve of modeſty, is conſiderably 


injured 
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injured by thoſe, who poſſeſſing in their own perſons an 
elevated ſituation in ſociety, voluntarily deſcend from it, 


and confound by their manners the gradations of rank 
eſtabliſhed for the benefit of the community. 


Even the favourite amuſement of the age overwhelms 
us with evil. Who can be ignorant, in the common 
intercourſe of life, of the ſad conſequences which the 
love of gaming produces? Hence the ſudden diſſipation 
of property: hence the ruin and miſery of the deareſt 
objects of affection: hence the extinction of every moral 
and religious principle, the extinction of life itſelf by 
the hand of the undone and deſperate ſuicide, 


By ſuch cauſes as have been hinted at, .a part of the 
upper ranks, and in a leſs degree the lower, have been 
corrupted in Religion and morals, Nor can I omit to 
mention that the lower order of ſociety, copying too 
faithfully the example of thoſe above them, hath been 
particularly injured by their ill obſervance and profana- 
tion of the Sabbath. Many of them, at the moment 
of ſuffering an ignominious death for their crimes, have 
been heard to-utter ſentiments, from which it may be in- 


ferred, 


( an } 
ferred, how happy it would have been for them; tither = 
never to have been allowed Aa n; or nevet ib | 
2 N 4 | 


a theſs things, Poe cabins _— 
yourſebves men *, Think, ete it be too late, of thre dan 
gers which ſurround you from irreligion and/irnittion: 
lity. But think not of yourſelves alone. "Your country 
calls upon you in this hour of its danger _to:Jhew' jour- 
ſelves men, to excite in your breaſts that manly courage, 
which is ſeet in the brighteſt colours of its glory, when 
its luſtre is purified by Religion. Look back, and view 
' ſuch a ſpirit in the © Noble Army” which fought and 
bled and died in defence of Religion. Thus actuated, 
thus emboldened, ſtand firm in defence of the altars of 
your faith, and the rights of your country. To ſecure 
their continuance, begin and continue to deſerve them, 
From day to day remember the authoritative declaration, 
that thoſe who honour the great protector of the human 
race will by him be honoured, Honour him, therefore, 


by humble adoration before his altars, and by offering 


* Iſaiah, c. 46. v. 8. 
5 up 
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up as a ſacrifice upon them all thoſe corrupt affections 
of the heart which debaſe and preſs down the pure and 
active principle of virtue. With minds ſo prepared, may 
you be deemed fit to receive and . put on the whole ar- 
4% mour of God. Then may you go forth to battle 
with ſhouts of anticipated triumph, and exult in holy 
rapture to the diſmay of the enemy, The Lord of 
« Hoſts is with us; the God, whom we worſhip, it our 
«© refuge +.” | 


0 Epheſians, c. 6. v. 11. + Pſalm 46. v. II. 


